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Executive Summary
Positioned at the edge of the Delta and Central Mississippi
regions, connecting Mississippi to the Mississippi River Delta in
Louisiana, Warren County is unique geographically, historically,
and demographically. Population loss in Vicksburg combines
with global economic changes and nationwide cultural issues
like mass incarceration to exacerbate and preserve historic racial
inequalities, so that almost all children in poverty are Black and
most Black children are in poverty. Childcare is vital in the county
to close health and education gaps and to allow parents to work.
Projected programming sites appear to be located where some
children in need live, but will need expand their capacity to meet
the need for at-risk children in the county.
Issues of special consideration include:
• flexible scheduling for children whose parents combine multiple
service jobs with odd hours;
• coordination with or provision of transportation services, there
being no public transportation infrastructure in the county,
families being heavily reliant on cars, and the population being
scattered throughout the county;
• continued coordination with healthcare providers for screenings
and services for participating children;
• continued provision of healthy meals, as many children live in
food deserts on top of lacking money for fresh foods;
• recreation and exercise indoors or in safe, shaded areas, as
children need play but the Delta environment is especially harsh
to outdoor recreation and parents’ awareness of crime can keep
children indoors much of the time.
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Introduction
Methodology
In each section of this report, we move sequentially by topic. In each topic, we start with a summary
and SWOT analysis for each section. We include an overview of the service area (county) and how it
compares with higher levels of geography, using public secondary data. We try to make connections
between items and explain trends here where possible. Next, we examine breakdowns within the
county using secondary data, by subgroup and by different geographical areas inside the county,
including maps and charts. Finally, we include observations from one group interview of staff and
local partners, as well as relevant data from other applicant agency programs where applicable.
We begin with a quick historic, descriptive overview of the region and the communities in the service
area. The next section examines socioeconomic trends in the region, including an analysis of poverty
and employment patterns in the county. After that comes a second examining healthcare access and
health outcomes in the county. Next is a section examining the quality of schools in the county, the
availability of childcare, and educational attainment in the population. Finally, the last section looks
at social issues in the community, including housing, crime, environmental risks, and transportation.
The Service Area
Figure 1. I-20 bridge near downtown Vicksburg.1

The proposed service area is the entirety of Warren County, Mississippi, with a population of 45,381
in 2019.2 Almost half of this population lives in the city of Vicksburg, the county seat, which had a
population of 21,643 in 2019.3 Vicksburg, situated on high bluffs overlooking the confluence of the
Yazoo and Mississippi rivers, is known primarily for a decisive battle in the American Civil War that
took place there and is now the subject of a national park at the city’s edge.4
After being the site of several sparsely populated French and Spanish forts, Vicksburg developed in
the antebellum period as a regional port on the Mississippi River. The city site was originally used as a
slave quarters for a local plantation before being platted and chartered in the early 1800s.5 Being the
first high land on the eastern bank of the Mississippi for some 150 miles from the north (Memphis)
and 100 miles from the south (Natchez), the city grew quickly as a wholesale and warehousing hub for
the export of cotton and the import of supplies for plantations in the interior Mississippi Delta region.
The Mississippi Delta region, a large diamond-shaped alluvial plain in the northwest corner of the
state of Mississippi. The Delta, covering approximately 6,900 square miles of land area, encompasses
more land than four U.S. states and is around the size of the states of New Jersey and Massachusetts.
The region has strong geographic borders, with the Mississippi River to the west and northwest and a
series of bluffs to the east and southeast. Once comprised of primarily hardwood forests and cypress
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swamps, the landscape is now dominated by miles of flat, often uninterrupted farmland, with small
towns scattered throughout. The Delta is unique for many reasons, among them its majority-minority
demographic makeup, aristocratic social organization,6 and agricultural dominance, all of which
resulted from the geographic advantages and disadvantages of the region.7 Vicksburg is situated at
the exact point where the bluffs that delineate the edge of the region reunite with the river.
Vicksburg’s growth and the social and economic system of the Delta and South in general were
arrested suddenly with the Civil War. Vicksburg was the final command point for the Confederacy
on the Mississippi River, and from its bluffs the South prevented U.S. military traffic and commerce.
The city was eventually sieged and bombarded by U.S. forces until surrendering 47 days later, and
much of the city was destroyed.8 The city’s demographics completely changed after the war, and by
1870 Vicksburg was majority Black, like the rest of the Delta, for the first time.4 In 1874, the county
elected its first Black sheriff.9 Probably as a response to demographic shifts and changes in the
racial balance of power,8,10 the county was soon the site of one of the worst episodes of racial violence
in the history of the country, a massacre in which anywhere from 29 to 300 Black men were murdered
over the course of more than a week by white mobs, alongside a multitude of other crimes.8
Similar violence across the state took place throughout the “Redeemer” era, culminating in the
“Mississippi Plan” of intimidation and fraud to reclaim Democratic power in 187611 and the effective
disfranchisement of Black residents with the state Constitution of 1890.12 From this time through the
Civil Rights Movement and into today, the state has had a rich history of political organization and
resistance, especially in the Delta region,13 including Warren County.14
The county has changed in many ways since the late 19th century. Vicksburg has had multiple
challenges, including the river changing its course in the late 1800s, the emergence of railroads
and, later, air travel as preferred modes of transportation, the mechanization of agriculture and
associated loss in employment, and nationwide migration patterns from rural to larger urban areas.
These challenges have been met with engineering feats like moving the mouth of the Yazoo south to
maintain the city’s river access and the construction of a bridge that was at the time the only crossing
of the Mississippi between Memphis and New Orleans.15,16 Despite this, Jackson surpassed Vicksburg
in importance and is now about 8 times its size. Vicksburg today is characterized by more jobs
outside the service and agricultural sectors and less “brain drain” than most of the Delta, but is still
struggling with the same forces that have disproportionately affected rural areas, small towns, and
Black communities nationwide.
In this assessment, we examine local measures and historical trends to determine specific areas
of strength and need in the community and identify local resources leveraging those strengths or
meeting those needs. We do this to better understand the roles the Warren County Head Start/Early
Head Start program needs to play as one more vital resource in the community meeting needs and
increasing collaboration between resources.
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Demographics & Population Trends
The demographic makeup of Warren County differs to many Delta counties in that it
comprises a roughly even number of Black and White residents. However, like other Delta
counties Warren County’s population is not distributed evenly by race, and it is declining.
The main demographic findings are framed below in the form of a Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) analysis.

Strengths

Opportunities

• There are decreasing rates
of teenage births and births
among women who haven’t
graduated high school.
• Close to 60% of women
having a recent birth are in
the labor force.
• The poverty rate in the county
has been decreasing since
2012.
• Residential segregation in
the county and city is not as
pronounced as in some other
parts of the Delta.

• Warren County’s proximity to several MS and LA counties presents
increased opportunities for bringing new residents and trade to
Warren County as well as providing residents opportunities for work
and education in neighboring areas.
• Community approaches encouraging contact between racial groups
(e.g., groups involving children, community associations or block
parties, etc.) could help to reduce the racial divide in the Vicksburg
area.
• The county’s momentum regarding reduced teenage births could
be supported and maintained in the schools through sexual health
programs.
• Programs supporting mothers of young children and connecting them
to services could encourage planned, desired pregnancies and help
flatten the declining birth rate.
• Given the rate of single motherhood, development of or collaboration
with projects that promote family stability could go a long way toward
improving outcomes among school students (e.g., supporting fathers
in the home, promoting two-parent families but also supporting
nontraditional family structures).

Weaknesses
• Vicksburg’s population is
about two-thirds what it was
in 1960.
• Within the central Vicksburg
area there appears to be
some evidence of racially
segregated living.
• The rate of single mother
homes (41%) is substantially
higher than the state and
national averages.
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Threats
• Finding a balance between placing and supporting sites where
children are and simultaneously not neglecting outlying areas may be
difficult.
• The demographics of the county hinges on conscious effort among
county leaders to tailor culturally relevant educational and community
strategies to reflect these demographics.
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Population Trends
Warren County’s population in 2020 of 45,381 is spread out across 589 square miles of land.1 At
21,653 people, almost half this population lives within about 35.1 square miles in Vicksburg,2 the
county’s largest city and cultural and political center. The yellow-shaded area of Figure 2 has a very
low population because the area is predominantly farmland or undeveloped area filled with forest,
swamps, and floodplain. There used to be plantations in the northern part of the county in a town
called Brunswick where there was a steamer port. This area is now classified as a ghost town. The
county is classified as rural-urban continuum code 4 by the USDA (Nonmetro - Urban population of
20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area), which indicates both the relatively dense population in
Vicksburg but also its closeness to the Jackson, MS metropolitan area.3
Figure 2. Population density by census block group.

Warren County makes up the entirety of the standalone Vicksburg, MS micropolitan statistical area,
which itself borders the Jackson, MS metropolitan statistical area.4 Warren County is not part of the
Jackson MSA, but it is part of the Jackson-Vicksburg-Brookhaven combined statistical area.5 This
means that employment interchange (commuting) between Warren County and the Jackson, MS
metropolitan area reaches 15 percent, but there are not enough residents commuting from Warren
County into the Jackson core (25%) for it to be included in the metropolitan area.6 The county exists
in two sections, with a large floodplain in the northwest corner of the county connected only by a
narrow 500ft wide section between Madison Parish, Louisiana and Issaquena County, Mississippi
along the delta of the Yazoo River. Formerly, this area was along the Mississippi River, but has since
become an oxbow lake and marsh without road access connecting to that strip of land.
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Figure 3. Residential Area in Central Vicksburg. 7

Warren County is adjacent to Issaquena County, MS (north), Yazoo County, MS (northeast), Hinds
County, MS (east), Claiborne County, MS (south), Tensas Parish, LA (southwest) and Madison Parish,
LA (west). Issaquena County is the least populated county in the U.S. east of the Mississippi River,
and Tensas Parish is the least populated parish in Louisiana.8 Jackson, the state capital, is the county
seat of Hinds County, and Clinton, a suburb west of Jackson, is the closest city to Vicksburg of 10,000
people or more. Besides the Jackson metro, the closest town of consequence to Vicksburg is Tallulah,
LA, the county seat of Madison Parish, which has a population of 6,851.9 Other major cities located in
the closest proximity to Vicksburg include Hattiesburg, MS, Gulfport, MS and New Orleans, LA to the
southeast, Southaven, MS and Memphis, TN to the northeast, and Little Rock, AR to the northwest.
The closest major airport is Jackson-Medgar Wiley Evers International Airport in Jackson. Auto travel
from to and from Warren County is supported by a number of major highways, including Interstate 20,
U.S. Route 61 and U.S. Route 80.
Like many small towns nationwide, Vicksburg has been undergoing population loss, but the county
population has mostly stayed flat since 1960 (Figure 4).7,10 Vicksburg had a peak population of
29,143 in 1960 but fell to 20,908 by 1990. Despite a period of growth between 1990 and 2000 and
projections for an increased population of 26,592 in 2020,11 the Vicksburg population has steadily
decreased since 2000.
Figure 4: Population in Warren County and Vicksburg
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The trend of population loss extends beyond the county to the region. Figure 5 shows population
change in a national context, with Warren County as part of the orange group of counties around the
Arkansas-Mississippi-Louisiana border that have lost 10% or more of their respective populations
since 2010. The orange cluster in the northwestern corner of Mississippi almost perfectly delineates
the Mississippi Delta region, and in combination with the cluster on the west bank of the Mississippi
River makes up possibly the largest cluster in the nation. Population decline fueled by economic
stagnation is particularly problematic as it can initiate a vicious cycle: declining populations lead
to a lower tax base and the withdrawal of industries and community resources from the region,
decreasing economic activity and further abetting population decline, and so forth. 12
Figure 5. U.S. population change, 2010-2019.

Between 2014-18, the ACS estimated the county lost 212 residents to Bossier Parish (Bossier City) in
northwestern Louisiana.13 The second-largest loss was 193 residents to neighboring Hinds County,
MS (Jackson), which was the county to which Warren County lost the most in 2010-14. The county
was also estimated to have lost at least 100 residents to Houston County, GA (Warner Robins/Macon)
and Rankin County, MS (Jackson), while losing 97 residents to Santa Cruz County, CA (Santa Cruz).
Warren County was estimated to have gained more than 50 residents each from Guernsey County,
OH (Cambridge), Forrest County, MS (Hattiesburg), Denton County, TX (Denton/Dallas-Fort Worth),
Gwinnett County, GA (Lawrenceville/Atlanta), and neighboring Madison Parish, LA (Tallulah). In 201014, the largest net gains came from Sandoval County, NM (Rio Rancho/Albuquerque) and neighboring
Yazoo County, MS (Yazoo City). There are no real patterns here in terms of the types of places people
are moving away to or moving in from, except that more people are going than coming.
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Population transitions occur either through migration or through internal changes in death and
birth rates. In Warren County, it appears both external and internal transitions are occurring
simultaneously. The number of births in Warren County dropped by 42% from 979 in 1980 to 572 in
2019.14 This reflects a birth rate that has dropped from 18.9 births per 1,000 to 12.6 per 1,000. At the
same time, the death rate has increased slightly from 9.2 per 1,000 to 10.2. In 1980, there were over
two times more births than deaths in the county. The declining birth rate and comparatively stable
death rate almost overlapped for the first time in 2016, with 603 births and 576 deaths. In the past,
even though many were leaving the county for other places, the high birth rate relative to the death
rate meant that the population was being replaced. Now that births and deaths have almost equalized
in the county, this is no longer the case.
Figure 6: Warren Co. crude deaths and births, 1980-2019
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The median age in the county is 38.8 years, about a year and a half older than the national median
of 37.9 (Table 1). There are more individuals under 18 in Warren County (24.4%) than the U.S. as a
whole (22.8%) and slightly more individuals aged 65 and over (15.8% in Warren County and 15.2%
nationally). The dependency ratio in the county is 67.3 children and seniors per 100 working-age
adults (18-64), which is higher than the U.S. ratio of 61.4.
Table 1. Age in national context. 15

Geography

Median Age

% Under 18

% 65+

Dependency Ratio

Warren Co.

38.8

24.4%

15.8%

67.3

Mississippi

37.2

24.1%

15.0%

64.3

Census South

37.7

23.2%

15.2%

62.3

United States

37.9

22.8%

15.2%

61.4
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Figure 7. Number of households with children, by block group.

Figure 7 shows where the households with children are in the county. This map is similar to the
population density map but shows that some of the dense areas around the center of Vicksburg have
almost no children while others, like the small area south of the city, and the areas on the eastern
edge of town, have many households with children. The small dark dot south of the city appears to be
the Yokena and/or Redbone communities, possibly. The unincorporated eastern parts of the county
also have many families with children. Figure 8 shows a street scene from a rural part of the county,
near Yokena. Unlike much of the alluvial plain on the banks surrounding the Lower Mississippi River,
Warren County is wooded with rolling hills, with many residences with small plots of land all over the
county.
Figure 8. Residences in Southern Warren County, Near Yokena (Unincorporated). 16
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Race and Ethnicity
Warren County has an approximately equal proportion of Black and white residents; 49.1% of the
population identify as Black, non-Hispanic and 47.3% identify as white, non-Hispanic (Table 2). Like
the state of Mississippi overall, the county is not very diverse beyond a white/Black binary, with only
2.2% identifying as Hispanic and 1.4% having another racial classification, most of them identifying
as multiple races.
Table 2. Race in national context.17

Geography

% non-Hispanic
Black

% non-Hispanic
White

% Hispanic

% Other

Warren Co.

49.1%

47.3%

2.2%

1.4%

Mississippi

37.5%

56.8%

3.0%

2.7%

Census South

18.9%

57.2%

17.6%

6.3%

United States

12.3%

61.1%

17.8%

8.8%

Figure 9 shows the percentage of each block group in the county that is Black, non-Hispanic. The
area around Vicksburg has the highest concentration of non-Hispanic Black residents, with some
areas being 100% non-Hispanic Black. There are also areas to the south and east of Vicksburg that
50-75% non-Hispanic Black. The rest of the rural areas, especially to the north, are much whiter
than the rest of the county. It should be noted that there are very small pockets in Vicksburg that are
almost entirely white.
Figure 9. Percentage of non-Hispanic Black population by census block group.

Figure 10 shows the distribution of racial groups in Vicksburg in the form of a racial dot density
map. In the racial dot maps, each dot represents one person: green for non-Hispanic Black, blue for
non-Hispanic white, orange for Hispanic, red for Asian, brown for other. In accordance with the map
above, it is evident that there are clusters of green dots as well as limited overlap between the green
dots and blue dots in central Vicksburg. The city proper is 67% Black and 29% white according to the
2019 census records.18 Yet, there is greater overlap between the green and blue dots in more distal,
less densely populated parts of Vicksburg.
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Figure 10. Racial dot map of Vicksburg.19

Immigration and Language
The ACS estimated 772 naturalized citizens, 241 non-citizens, 295 residents born in Latin America,
and 2.7% speaking a language other than English in their homes in 2019, mostly Spanish.20 Less than
1% of all households speaking some other language are estimated to be limited in English. Twentyone percent of those born outside the U.S. entered between 2000 and 2009 and 32% entered since
2010. The immigration trends differ to the country overall where 27% born outside the U.S. entered
between 2000 and 2009 and 18% entered since 2010.
Figure 11 shows the percentage of school-age children, by block group, who speak Spanish at home.
These children only make up about less than 1% of the children in the county as a whole, but are
concentrated in north Vicksburg around Washington Street.
Figure 11. Percentage of school-age children who speak Spanish at home.
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Family Structure
Just over 40% of children in the county live in families with only a mother present (Table 3). This
is higher than the state and national rates. Around two-thirds of all births are to women who are
unmarried, compared to 54% in Mississippi and 40% across the country. Families in the county are
the same size as families elsewhere, and slightly more than half of women with a birth in the past
year are working or seeking work. There were 74 foster children estimated in the ACS in 2019. 5.0%
of the households with children in the county had grandparents living in the household, compared to
3.9% nationally.
Table 3. County family composition in national context. 21

Geography

% children in singlemother families

% nonmarital births

average family size
(# people)

% women w/ recent
birth, in labor force

Warren Co.

41.7%

67.1%

3.22

59.9%

Mississippi

32.7%

54.1%

3.24

65.5%

Census South

23.7%

---

3.25

61.7%

United States

20.9%

39.6%

3.23

63.3%

Figure 12: Characteristics of births in Warren County
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Figure 12 shows the percentage of births to unmarried mothers in Warren County since 1980,
alongside the rate of births to teens under 18, mothers who have not graduated from high school,
and the percentage born to Black mothers.22 Since 1996 more than half of all births were to
unmarried mothers. The rate of births to unmarried mothers has hovered in the 60% range since
2006. Meanwhile, the rate of births to mothers younger than 18 has declined notably, especially since
peaking at 10.9% in 1998. The 2018 rate for births to teens under 18 was less than one percent. The
rate of all births to mothers who had not graduated from high school has also decreased over time.
This rate has dropped by more than half since 2008, from 28.5% to 13.2%. Finally, the rate of births to
Black mothers has been relatively flat since 1986, when the rate was 52.9%.
In common parlance, poverty is often regarded as an effect of changes in traditional family
structures, and not a cause. Even scholars are divided on the subject, but a growing proportion now
take the view that a strong family structure is usually the result of a stable economic foundation,
and not its cause.23 As shown in Figure 13, the poverty rate in Warren County has been increasing
mildly from 1997 to 2019, with peaks in 2013 and 2016 following state and national trends.24 Notably,
childhood poverty has actually increased by 10 percentage points since 1997 a 50% relative increase.
If poverty were the result of irresponsibility or lack of preparation on the part of women, we should
expect the rate of births to uneducated, young mothers to at least stay the same while poverty
increases, if not rise alongside it, but we definitely should not expect those rates to plummet, in the
10/2021
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case of teen births to near zero. It seems more likely that economic and other social instabilities
(e.g., below; employment opportunities, housing, healthcare, and educational policy in subsequent
sections) may more centrally be linked to the cause of both poverty and family instability. In any
case, fewer children are being born to uneducated, young mothers, but the vast majority are still
entering the world without family stability on paper, and without the household economic resources
to succeed.
Figure 13. Overall poverty rate, 1997-2019
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Figure 14. Childhood poverty rate, 1997-2019
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Economic Issues & Employment Patterns
Warren County has higher levels of poverty and unemployment, lower wages, and lower
rates of residents with bachelor’s degrees than the U.S. as a whole. Moreover, there is
marked racial disparity with Black residents experiencing higher rates of poverty and
employment, lower incomes and educational attainment than white residents. There are
also disparities for women: female householders without a spouse experience higher levels
of poverty, and mothers with children under 6 years of age experience some of the highest
unemployment rates in the county. The following SWOT analysis outlines possibilities for
reconciling racial and gender disparities and drawing on industry potential for improving
economic prospects for Warren County residents.

Strengths

Opportunities

• Business sectors within the
county appear to be primed
for industry growth in the
region. The port of Vicksburg
has potential for expansion
and the creation of many new
jobs.
• There are prospects for
Warren County residents
to earn higher than
average incomes in certain
occupations such as those
linked to the Engineer
Research and Development
Center (ERDC).

• There is a clear potential to heighten prospects for future generations
of the Warren County workforce through enhancing college and career
skills among students attending public schools.

Weaknesses
• Opportunities for higher
paying employment is
likely to be closely linked to
educational attainment for
which there are racial and
gender disparities.
• There are also racial and
gender equity gaps in poverty,
income, and employment
levels. There is a clear need
for educational, employer and
community strategies to bridge
equity gaps.
• With the majority of economic
activity taking place in
Vicksburg, communities in
other parts of the county face
a severe lack of access to
work and services.
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– Dual enrollment programs involving partnerships between the Vicksburg
Warren School District and Hinds Community College in Vicksburg
may help to spark an interest in college and careers as well as enhance
academic attainment.
– A Vicksburg Warren School District and Hinds Community College
partnership may also play a key role in college preparation, aligning
college preparatory services and assistance programs. College
preparation may include family engagement workshops, student
counseling, mentoring, academic support, personal college planning and
college tours.

• Workforce development initiatives that involve strategic partnerships
in the community may also prepare students for the workforce.
Apprenticeships for example enable students to embark on careers
while also learning skills in college of training settings.
• Remote work opportunities that have become nationally more
widespread since the onset of the COVID19 pandemic, may provide
greater opportunities for Warren County residents to find and sustain
employment. Remote working situations may be particularly important
for residents outside Vicksburg as well as single parents and mothers
with young children who must manage work schedules around
childcare.

Threats
• Many low-income families face barriers to college access and success,
which may include situational and family factors as well as lack of
guidance for college entry (which can be addressed through college
preparation initiatives).
• Even though remote work may open doors to greater career
opportunities, workers must have the infrastructure and equipment
at their homes to do these jobs successfully, including reliable and
relatively high-speed internet, up-to-date computer hardware and
software, and space.

www.DeltaHealthAlliance.org
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Income and Poverty
Seventeen percent of families living in Warren County are below the poverty line (Table 4). This is
slightly higher than the statewide rate and nearly double the national rate. Table 4 indicates that
poverty is especially concentrated among families with Black, non-Hispanic householders; the
poverty rate for Black families is 31%, which is slightly higher than the state rate and notably higher
than the national rate. There are also high poverty rates among families with an unmarried, female
householder: the poverty rate for these households is 41% overall, and 47% for Black households.
Table 4. Poverty status of families.1

Race of primary
householder

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

All Races

17.1%

15.5%

9.5%

Black, non-Hispanic

31.3%

27.4%

19.2%

White, non-Hispanic

6.0%

8.8%

7.5%

All Races

41.1%

37.9%

26.5%

Black, non-Hispanic

47.0%

42.8%

31.7%

White, non-Hispanic

22.3%

28.5%

19.7%

Family Status

All families
Families with
female householder
and no spouse
present

Another way that poverty is broken down unevenly in the county is by age. While only 11% of the
population 65 and older lives below the poverty line, and 23% of the population 18 to 34, the
percentage jumps all the way up to 40% for children under 5.2 Further, while the overall poverty rate
for individuals in the county is 21%, one-third live at 150% of the poverty line or less, and 59% live at
300% of the poverty line or less. So, despite overall poverty being only marginally higher than the
rates in the state, many, many children are either living in poverty or are in households that are very
close to the poverty line.
As shown in Table 5, the median family income in Warren County is $53,716. This income level is
around 25% lower than the national average, but only slightly lower than the state average. The table
also indicates that rates of earning across the lowest income brackets in Warren County (<$10,000,
<$25,000 and <$35,000) are similar to statewide rates, but notably greater than national rates.
Table 5. Selected economic characteristics.

Item

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

Median family income

$53,716

$54,933

$73,965

% families <$10,000 income

5.8%

6.6%

3.9%

% families <$25,000 income

21.4%

21.0%

13.1%

% families <$35,000 income

32.7%

31.6%

20.9%

Median household income (distinct from family income) indicates a large racial disparity. Households
with a Black, non-Hispanic head have a significantly lower median income ($28,474) than white
households ($64,317). The median income of white households actually exceeds the state average
and almost matches the national average.
Table 6. Median household income by race.
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Item

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

All races

$43,039

$43,567

$60,293

White, non-Hispanic

$64,317

$54,459

$65,912

Black, non-Hispanic

$28,474

$29,690

$40,155

Hispanic

Unavailable

$43,128

$49,225
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Figure 15 provides a geographical overview of poverty levels across Warren County. While higher
levels of poverty are concentrated in the Vicksburg area, the least amount of poverty is observed
for the northwest and southwest parts of the county. As shown in the demographics section above,
larger proportions of Black residents reside in eastern and northern Vicksburg where there are higher
levels of poverty.
Figure 15. Percentage of population below the poverty line.3

Labor Force Participation
Participation in the labor force is the percentage of working-age adults who are either employed or
actively looking for work. As shown in Table 7, the proportion of Warren County adults in the labor
force (56.9%) is slightly lower than the national rate and the statewide rate. There is virtually no
difference in Warren County labor force participation as a function of race, although there is greater
participation among males than females the same as the state and country.
Table 7. Percentage in labor force.4

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

Overall

56.9%

57.4%

63.3%

White, non-Hispanic

56.4%

57.2%

62.3%

Black, non-Hispanic

57.3%

57.2%

62.5%

Hispanic

57.0%

62.3%

67.4%

Male

74.4%

74.7%

82.2%

Female

67.4%

67.6%

72.6%

66.9%

73.3%

71.2%

Race/Ethnicity

Sex
Female with child<6

The rate of Warren County residents in the labor force may be contextualized by considering barriers
to work such as disabilities and unemployment. As shown in Table 8, the percentage of residents
with a disability in Warren County (16.1%) is higher than the national rate although about the same as
the state of Mississippi rate. There are lower rates of disability among Black residents than white or
Hispanic in Warren County. While the rate of disability among the Black population in Warren County
is similar to the state and national rates, the rates for white and Hispanic groups exceed the national
rate and the rate for Hispanic residents exceeds the state rate. The Hispanic trends may be skewed
by the relatively low Hispanic population in Warren County.
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Table 8. Percent with a disability.5

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

Overall

16.1%

16.3%

12.6%

White, non-Hispanic

17.3%

17.5%

13.9%

Black, non-Hispanic

14.9%

15.3%

14.0%

Hispanic

17.3%

9.0%

8.9%

In terms of unemployment, Table 9 shows Warren County has a 7% unemployment rate, which is
higher than the national average, but slightly lower than the state rate. Unemployment is more
prevalent among females with children under six and individuals without a high school diploma.
Unemployment rates in Warren County were also higher among Black residents than white. Even
though males have higher labor force participation rates than females (see Table 7), they have
about the same level of unemployment. Further exploration of the male/female difference (Table 10)
indicates that males are more likely than females to work full-time, all year round.
Table 9. Unemployment rate.6

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

Overall

7.2%

8.2%

5.9%

White, non-Hispanic

6.4%

5.7%

4.7%

Black, non-Hispanic

8.5%

12.3%

10.6%

Hispanic

0.0%

8.0%

6.8%

Male

7.0%

7.5%

5.5%

Female

7.3%

7.9%

5.4%

12.2%

10.3%

6.4%

Less than HS degree

14.1%

14.8%

9.0%

High school graduate

7.5%

8.3%

6.3%

Some college

5.6%

6.0%

4.8%

Bachelor’s degree or higher

2.7%

2.9%

2.8%

Race/Ethnicity

Sex
Female with child<6

Educational
Attainment

Table 10. Percentage working full-time, year-round. 7

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

All workers

66.7%

67.6%

65.6%

Male workers

71.9%

72.1%

71.5%

Female workers

61.7%

62.9%

59.1%

Educational Attainment
The proportion of Warren County residents who have graduated high school is very close to the rate
in the U.S. overall and higher than the rate in Mississippi, as is having some college attendance (Table
11). Earning a bachelor’s degree is also higher than the state rate but is eight percentage points lower
than the national rate.
Table 11. Educational attainment among residents 25 or older. 8

Education Level

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

High school or more

87.2%

83.9%

87.6%

Some college or more

59.9%

53.6%

60.5%

Bachelor’s degree or more

23.3%

21.8%

31.5%
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Younger adults (aged 25-34) have lower rates of earning a bachelor’s degree than all adults (aged 25
and over). The pattern is the reverse of the statewide and national trends where younger adults are
more likely to have earned a bachelor’s degree.
Table 12. Educational attainment by age.9

Item
At least high school degree
Bachelor’s degree or more

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

Age 25-34

90.0%

87.1%

90.3%

All 25+

87.2%

83.9%

87.6%

Age 25-34

21.6%

23.2%

35.1%

All 25+

23.3%

21.8%

31.5%

As shown in Table 13, rates of earning a bachelor’s degree or more are considerably lower for Black,
non-Hispanic adults than white adults in Warren County. While the rate for earning a degree is
slightly higher among Black residents in the county than the state average, it is below the national
average. Improving the rate of Black adults with a bachelor’s degree beyond the current rate of
16.2% will require relationships between post-secondary institutions in the region, including Hinds
Community in Vicksburg, the Vicksburg Warren School District and community.
Table 13. Educational attainment by race.10

Item
At least high school degree
Bachelor’s degree or more

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

White, non-Hispanic

92.5%

87.8%

92.6%

Black, non-Hispanic

81.8%

78.8%

85.4%

White, non-Hispanic

29.3%

25.5%

35.2%

Black, non-Hispanic

16.2%

15.3%

21.1%

As illustrated in Figure 16, college attendance rates are highest around Vicksburg and middle section
of the county in which most schools and Hinds Community College is located.
Figure 16. College attendance in Warren County.
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Industries
Figure 17. Commercial District in Downtown Vicksburg.11

The local economy mirrors that of the Delta region, in that many of the major sectors and largest
employers predominate around the provision of social services, healthcare and social assistance,
retail, manufacturing and education (see Table 14). Workers in the accommodation and food service
and manufacturing sectors receive wages several thousand dollars higher than state averages,
while the education sector pays several thousand dollars below the state average. Several of the
employment sectors (accommodation and food services, healthcare, and education) appear to be
primed for industry growth in the region, according to Delta-region projections from the Mississippi
Department of Economic Security. It should be noted that these projections were made before the
COVID-19 pandemic and associated recession, which hit service and travel jobs particularly hard.
Table 14. Employment information for largest sectors in Warren County.12

Sector

Number of
employees
(employers)

Accommodation &
food service

3,250

Healthcare &
social assistance

2,532

Retail

Manufacturing

Education
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(110)

(152)

2,400
(200)

2,310
(37)

1,274
(25)

Major Employers

Average
Annual
Wage,
Warren
County

Average
Annual
Wage, State
Average

Projected
Industry
Growth in
Region

Food & lodging firms;
casinos (e.g., Ameristar
Casino Hotel Vicksburg)

$20,693

$17,867

+36%

Merit Health

$43,088

$43,287

+30%

Walmart

$27,125

$26,466

+15%

ERDC Engineering
Research, US Army Corps
of Engineers, Tyson Foods,
Ergon, United Brands,
Vicksburg Forrest Products,
International Paper, Eaton
Lighting

$60,381

$50,040

+9%

Hinds Community College,
Vicksburg Warren School
District

$36,945

$41,545

+23%
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Manufacturing positions in the service area are high-paying relative to the state-average, paying
an average wage of $60,381, compared to a state average of $50,040. This category includes a
broad variety of manufacturing types, such as food manufacturing, textile and fabric mills, chemical
manufacturing, paper manufacturing and wood product manufacturing.13 The headquarters of the
Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC) that is a US Army Corps of Engineers is also
based in Vicksburg. This is a major employer that provides science, technology, and expertise in
engineering and environmental sciences in support of the Armed Forces. This may explain why the
salaries linked to the manufacturing category exceed the state average.
The port of Vicksburg is also an important employer. The port employs over 2,000 workers, currently
handles 14 million tons of freight annually and has a foreign trade zone and port of entry. The port
that is connected to rail and road14 has the potential to be expanded and bring millions of dollars of
investments and jobs to the county.15 The port is also considered to be one of the top inland ports in
America, ranked 11th among U.S. Inland Ports based on trip ton miles.16
Many of the Warren County employers are based in and around Vicksburg; only 21% of Warren County
employees commute in from neighboring counties17 and 11% of Warren County residents commute to
neighboring counties18. As shown in Figure 18, Vicksburg is the financial hub of the county and home
to all but one of the major banks and credit unions.
Figure 18. Banks in Warren County
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United States Census Bureau. n.d. American Community Survey, 5-year estimates.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S1701, Poverty Status in the Past 12 Months, 2019, 5-year estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, C17002, Ratio of Income to Poverty Level in the Past 12 Months, 2019, 5-year
estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S2301, Employment Status, 2018, 5-year estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S1810, Disability Characteristics, 2018, 5-year estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S2301, Employment Status, 2018, 5-year estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S2303, Work Status in the Last Twelve Months, 2018, 5-year estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S1501, Educational Attainment, 2018, 5-year estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S1501, Educational Attainment, 2018, 5-year estimate.
United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey, S1501, Educational Attainment, 2018, 5-year estimate.
Google Maps [screen capture]. http://google.com/maps/place/Vicksburg,+MS/
Mississippi Department of Economic Security, 2019 Covered Employment & Wages Report.
https://mdes.ms.gov/media/228906/2019cew.pdf
http://mdot.ms.gov/ports/vicksburg.html
https://www.vicksburgpost.com/2020/07/13/analysis-port-growth-could-create-hundreds-of-jobs-attract-millions-in-investment/
https://www.mswater.org/members/ports/mississippi-river-ports/3-port-of-vicksburg/
https://mdes.ms.gov/media/26507/commuterin.pdf
https://mdes.ms.gov/media/8603/commuterout.pdf
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Education
Warren County is home to many early childhood care services and public schools, many of
which are located in Vicksburg. At the K-12 level, school demographics analysis indicates
disproportionate racial distribution in some of the public as well as private schools. Beyond
Kindergarten, Warren County students perform lower than the state average on tests of
educational attainment and there are disparities in test performance among males and Black
students. School data also suggest lower than state average rates of school attendance and
graduation among Warren County students. The following SWOT analysis summarizes the key
educational context and outlines approaches to consider for helping Warren County students
become kindergarten ready, attain key academic milestones (e.g., 3rd grade reading proficiency),
and graduate high school.

Strengths

Opportunities

• Warren County has a strong
early childcare infrastructure
with many facilities and
places to support preschool
children.
• Warren County also has many
schools that accommodate
students in early and
middle childhood as well as
adolescence.
• The Vicksburg Warren School
District already established a
strong partnership with Hinds
Community College for dual
enrollment programs and
transition to college.
• The Vicksburg Warren
School District is already
implementing parental
engagement strategies and
accommodating food access
needs of its students.

• Enhanced connections between pre-kindergarten/Head Start with
kindergarten, and the existing Head Start infrastructure with that of the
public schools would help to successfully prepare and transition students
into the formal school system.
• Students may benefit from additional educational supports that focus on
kindergarten readiness and literacy programs throughout the elementary
pipeline to enhance prospects for students being and staying on track to
succeed academically and graduate high school.

Weaknesses
• Given the layout of the
population within the
county and the density of
childcare providers located in
Vicksburg, some parents may
have difficulties accessing
childcare for preschoolers.
• Students enrolled in
Vicksburg Warren school
District schools are generally
performing below state level
with 34% proficiency level in
Reading and Math.
• School data also show racial
disparities in performance
and enrollment.
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– Supports may take the form of in school interventions or activities outside the
regular school day. Providing students’ opportunities to participate in afterschool
and summer programs offers a range of advantages including providing
supportive contexts for learning, enrichment, physical activity and engagement
with schoolwork. Approaches that include academic and non-academic activities
help to address social-emotional factors such as communication skills and
resiliency that play a key role in school-based learning1.
– Afterschool and summer programs also assist parents with their child’s
care, food access and extend the scope for parents to work during regular
business hours and over the summer.

• Strategies to build school culture and climate are important for student
engagement in school, which plays a large role in academic success. Rewarding
student behavior and attendance and providing opportunities for mentoring help
improve attendance, behavior as well as build positive mindsets.
• Schools may be in a unique position to expand parental engagement following
the pandemic, in which parents may have been more involved with their child’s
education while children learned remotely and received infrastructure (e.g.,
Internet access) to enable schoolwork and communication with teachers.

Threats
• Studies indicate that fewer than half (48%) of poor children are ready to
come to school at age five, compared to 75% of children from moderate- and
high- income homes. This leaves a 27% gap in school readiness between
children from lower and higher income homes, respectively.2
• In many cases, academic gaps in student achievement are underpinned by
inequalities. Adversity, such as poverty and food insecurity culminates in
toxic stress which, in turn, negatively impacts students’ attendance, learning
and behavior.
• The COVID 19 pandemic is expected to have negative impacts on students’
academic performance, with some students falling considerably behind
during the time schools were closed in 2020 and while learning remotely.
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Head Starts and Educational Collaboratives
Families in Warren County have a need for childcare. Forty-five percent of all households with small
children have a female householder with no spouse present, around 14% more than the rate in the
state and over double the rate in the country (Table 15). The rate of poverty for children is also slightly
higher than the state rate and much higher than in the country. Many women with no spousal support
are also working and have young children enrolled in childcare (see Table 15). In Warren County,
about two-thirds of three and four year-old children are enrolled in childcare, almost matching the
percentage of women in the workforce. This is far more than in the state or U.S. as a whole, where
slightly more women are in the workforce but far fewer children are enrolled in childcare.
Table 15. Childcare need in national context.3

Geography

% Single-Mother
Families,
Children < 5

% Women in
Workforce,
Children < 6

% Below FPL,
Children < 5

% 3-4 Year-Olds
in Childcare

Warren Co.

45.7%

66.9%

35.8%

64.7%

Mississippi

31.9%

73.3%

31.1%

51.7%

Census South

23.3%

64.8%

24.1%

46.1%

United States

20.8%

71.2%

21.5%

47.9%

The Center for American Progress (CAP) has defined a “childcare desert” as any place where the
ratio of children under five years of age to childcare provider capacity is higher than three-to-one.4 In
Warren County, the ACS estimates 2,943 children under 5, and the Mississippi Department of Health
lists a capacity of 3,036 childcare slots across 32 childcare providers for a ratio for the county of
around 1:1, a capacity that far exceeds what would be considered a childcare desert. However, Figure
19 shows that all but four of these sites are within the city limits of Vicksburg. This is where many
of the children in Warren County live and where most of their parents work. However, as illustrated
above, not all families live in Vicksburg, and by the CAP definition, all other areas of the county would
be considered childcare deserts.5 Taken together, the capacity in Warren County is encouraging given
the need, but a qualitative study would be required to know if the lack of providers in the other parts
of the county prevents parents from having access to childcare.
Figure 19. State-monitored childcare providers in Warren County.

In addition to childcare centers, Warren County has 299 students enrolled in Pre-K in the Vicksburg
Warren School District. As shown in Table 16 (following subsection), young children are enrolled in
Pre-K classes in seven of the 14 listed public schools. 500 students enrolled in kindergarten and 516
enrolled in 1st grade in 2020, which suggests that Pre-K enrollment is about half the eligible children.
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Figure 20. Beechwood Elementary, Proposed Head Start Site. 6

Elementary and Secondary Schools
The Vicksburg Warren School District serves close to 8,000 students. Primarily, the district
encompasses ten elementary schools, two junior high schools and two high schools (see Table 16
and Figure 21). The district also incorporates River City Early College, an academic program where
high school students can earn their high school diploma while also having the opportunity to earn an
associate’s degree from Hinds Community College and the Academy of Innovation, an accelerated
program of STEM study for 7th and 8th graders. There are also two alternative schools (Center for
Alternative Programs and Grove Street Academies) and the Hinds Community College (Vicksburg
campus) in the county. As shown in Figure 21, most schools are located in Vicksburg and a number
of elementary schools and private schools are distributed more widely across the county.
Figure 21. Warren County school locations.
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Over half of the public schools listed in Table 16 have a ranking below a 5/10 which indicates that
students’ test scores are in the bottom 50% of all Mississippi schools.7 However, Bovina Elementary,
Bowmar Avenue Elementary School and Redwood Elementary received high school rankings that
are closely linked to academic performance. Staff were not positive about the local school system,
giving it a rating of 2 out of 5 overall. They mentioned the education being very much dependent
on individual teachers and administrators, and that educators were often classist and used their
positions to gatekeep. One new observation was that staff, many of whom have or have had children
in the school system, could not think of any programs offered anywhere during the summer months
to prevent summer learning loss.
Even though the 2019 census data indicates 49.3% of the Warren County population identify as
Black (and 48.4% identify as White), the school demographic data shows wide variation in the
racial proportions in the schools. The percentage of Black students ranges from 30% in Redwood
Elementary to 88% in Warren Central Intermediate School.
Table 16. Overview of Vicksburg Warren School District schools 8

Race of primary
householder

Grades

Enrollment Rank

Proficient
Math

Proficient
Reading

% Female

% Black

Beechwood
Elementary

PreK-6

592

6/10

42%

38%

47%

46%

Bovina Elementary

PreK-6

375

10/10

60%

61%

51%

36%

Bowmar Avenue
Elementary School

K-6

386

10/10

70-74%

50-54%

54%

43%

Dana Road
Elementary

PreK-3

491

----

=/< 5%

15-19%

50%

82%

Redwood
Elementary

PreK-6

438

8/10

62%

45%

47%

30%

Sherman Avenue
Elementary

PreK-3

416

---

10-14%

20-24%

51%

83%

South Park
Elementary

PreK-6

421

4/10

29%

32%

50%

64%

Vicksburg High
School

9-12

975

1/10

15%

11%

52%

82%

Vicksburg
Intermediate
School

3-6

656

2/10

14%

20%

46%

84%

Vicksburg Junior
High School

7-8

474

2/10

20%

17%

50%

81%

Warren Central
High School

9-12

1,307

3/10

18%

25%

49%

55%

Warren Central
Intermediate

3-6

523

3/10

26%

21%

52%

88%

Warren Central
Junior High School

7-8

696

4/10

35%

31%

46%

52%

PreK-6

327

5/10

35-39%

30-34%

54%

75%

Warrenton
Elementary
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As shown in Table 17, private schools in Warren County are also racially disproportionate. With the
exception of one PreK to K school (First Presbyterian Church Kindergarten and Preschool), the private
schools are mostly attended by White students. Even after school desegregation movements to
remove racial divides in public schools in the 1960s and 70s, private “academies” that were historically
set up to serve White students, appear to continue to predominantly serve White students.
Table 17. Private school demographics. 9, 10

School

Enrollment

Grades

Gender

% Black
Students

First Presbyterian Church Kindergarten
and Preschool

42

PreK-K

Coed

n/a

Porters Chapel Academy

227

PreK-12

Coed

21%

St. Francis Xavier Elem-Vicksburg
Catholic School

274

PreK-6

Coed

4%

St. Aloysius High - Vicksburg Catholic
School

523

Prek-12

Coed

5%

Vicksburg Community School

83

7-12

Coed

34%

Woodlawn Baptist Kindergarten and
Daycare

74

NS-PreK

Coed

0%

The following table provides aggregated data for the Vicksburg Warren School District. Across public
schools, about half the student population are female and close to two-thirds identify as Black.
Virtually all students are eligible for free or reduced priced lunch. The average teacher to student
ratio of 14:1, which is below the national rate of 17:1. Student proficiency is lower than the Mississippi
state average for math (43%) and reading (39%). The Vicksburg Warren School District received a
D ranking on a scale of A-F, based on student achievement, student growth, student participation in
testing, and other academic measures.
Table 18. Vicksburg Warren School District Profile 11

School District

Variables

Student/teacher ratio

14:1

% Female

49%

% Black

64%

Free-reduced priced lunch

99.9%

% Proficient Reading

34.4%

% Proficient Math

34.3%

Average ACT

21

Accountability rating (A-F)

D

The average expenditure per student in the Vicksburg Warren School District increased slightly
between 2018-19 ($9,312 per pupil) and 2019-20 ($9,760) and exceeds the state average (2018-19
= $8,844 per student; 2019-20 = $9,189 per student). Increases in expenditure may signal possible
concerns associated with school funding and acquiring programs and provisions for students that
promote learning and positive school experiences.
The subsections below show Vicksburg Warren school outcomes on a range of measures. The
assessments evaluate student learning from the point they enter school and during critical time
points that predict a successful trajectory to completing school and entering college or the
workforce. The data are compared to Mississippi state averages and segregated by gender, and race,
where possible. It is important to note that PreK through third grade data are publicly accessible at
the school district level only.12 It should also be noted that 2018-19 data are reported as they are not
subject to possible “unique” 2019-20 school year trends associated with the COVID-19 pandemic in
which students were schooled remotely and took tests online for significant parts of the 2019-2020
and 2020-2021 school years. COVID-19 effects on education are discussed in a subsequent section.
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Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Readiness
The pre-kindergarten readiness assessment provides parents, teachers, and early childhood
providers with a common understanding of what children know and are able to do upon entering
school. Students with a score of 498 at the end of pre-K are supposed to have mastered 70% of early
literacy skills and are on track to reach beginning of kindergarten benchmarks. Table 19 shows that
although below the 498 cutoff in the fall 2018 semester, Vicksburg Warren prekindergarten students
exceeded the state average score as well as the 498 cutoff score in spring 2019. In our interviews,
staff said that they did think that children seemed prepared to enter kindergarten, and that the most
important preparation for most children is socially preparing them for the classroom.
Table 19. Pre-K assessment scaled score means.13

K Readiness Scaled Score

School District

(2018-19 fall)

(2018-19 spring)

Vicksburg Warren

421

629

MS

420

559

Seventy percent mastery of knowledge and skills in early literacy and numeracy at the beginning of
kindergarten is used to determine kindergarten readiness in Mississippi. The minimum beginningof year kindergarten scaled score associated with 70% mastery is 530. A spring scaled score of
681 places students on a trajectory to meet end of grade 3 reading expectations. Table 20 shows
the kindergarteners in the Vicksburg Warren School District and state of MS were below the fall
benchmark of 530, but above the spring benchmark of 681.
Table 20. Kindergarten readiness scaled score means.

K Readiness Scaled Score

School District

(2018-19 fall)

(2018-19 spring)

Vicksburg Warren

521

724

MS

501

711

Third-Grade Literacy
The 3rd Grade MAAP ELA Assessment, known in the state as the “Reading Gate”, is a key assessment
in Mississippi education. Per the Literacy Based Promotion Act (LBPA), students who do not pass
the MAAP ELA assessment are at risk of failing the third grade.14 In 2018-19, a student who scored
at Performance Level 3 or above was deemed to have met the requirements of LBPA and eligible to
move to Grade 4; students performing below this level are given two additional attempts on a similar
assessment to be promoted.
Table 21 shows that Vicksburg Warren School District passing rate was below the MS State average
of 74%.
Table 21. Percentage of students with passing scores on 3rd grade MAAP ELA. 15

School District

10/2021

% Passed
(Met LBPA Requirements)

Vicksburg Warren

69%

MS

74%
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MAAP Assessments
The Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP) is designed to measure student achievement
in core academic areas, including reading and math proficiency for students in grades 3 through
8. The results of MAAP assessments provide information that can be used to enhance student
achievement (e.g., identify areas of difficulty that can be targeted with tailored instruction). The
following tables present MAAP analyses for math and reading Proficiency, respectively. The percent
proficient represents students scoring a Level 4 (proficient) or Level 5 (Advanced) on the tests. The
data are aggregated across grades (3 through 8).
Table 22, showing Math MAAP data, indicates the overall pass rate for Vicksburg Warren students
was lower than the state average. The lowest pass scores for the Vicksburg Warren students were
observed for males and Black students.
Table 22. MAAP math passing percentage by subgroup. 16

Male pass
rate

Black pass White pass Hispanic
rate
rate
pass rate

Economically
disadvantaged
pass rate

Pass rate

Female
pass rate

Vicksburg
Warren

34.3%

35.5%

33.1%

25.8%

50.8%

37.5%

34.3%

MS

47.0%

48.9%

45.1%

32.3%

61.6%

51.7%

37.2%

School District

Table 23 below shows similar patterns for Reading; the overall pass rate for Vicksburg Warren
students was lower than the state average and males and Black students had the fewest passing
scores. However, reading scores were higher for Hispanic and economically disadvantaged
subgroups from the Vicksburg Warren School District than the state as a whole.
Table 23. Segregated MAAP reading passing percentage by subgroup. 17

Male pass
rate

Black pass White pass Hispanic
rate
rate
pass rate

Economically
disadvantaged
pass rate

Pass rate

Female
pass rate

Vicksburg
Warren

34.4%

39.0%

29.8%

24.6%

52.8%

47.4%

34.4%

MS

41.8%

45.9%

37.8%

27.3%

57.0%

39.8%

32.4%

School District

High School Graduation
The graduation rates for Vicksburg Warren and the state of Mississippi are presented in Table 24.
Following previous trends, the overall state rate is higher than Vicksburg Warren School District. At
both the state and county levels, females had higher graduation rates than males, but there were no
notable differences between other subgroups of students.
Table 24. District graduation rates by subgroup.18

Female
pass rate

Vicksburg
Warren

80.7%

83.8%

77.6%

79.8%

82.1%

not
available

83.7%

MS

85.0%

85.5%

79.6%

81.9%

83.3%

83.1%

82.2%
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Male pass
rate

Black pass White pass Hispanic
rate
rate
pass rate

Economically
disadvantaged
pass rate

Pass rate

School District
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Academic Needs
It is important that steps are taken from the preschool through high school level to address student
achievement gaps to optimize school and student success. Unfortunately, the larger the readiness
gap at school entry, the more difficult it is to close19 and achievement gaps at kindergarten may
persist well into the K–12 years.20 These findings support an argument that school readiness is critical
starting point to narrowing the achievement gap early in life, given that early experiences have the
potential to influence a child’s academic course for later school success. Interventions that promote
early vocabulary development and language acquisition, and pre-literacy skills are key to improving
school outcomes.21 Multiple research studies across decades on low-income children and children with
multiple risk factors have shown that children with exposure to high-quality educational programs
throughout the school years have better academic outcomes that positively impact not just in-school
success but also high school graduation, employment and levels of crime in the community.22
Attendance
Table 25 below shows rates of chronic absenteeism for students in Vicksburg Warren School District
and the state of Mississippi in school year 2018-19. The chronic absence rate is the percentage of
students who missed 10% or more of the school year, including excused and unexcused absences
(about 18 days in a 180-day school year). Levels of chronic absenteeism were higher for the Vicksburg
Warren School District than the state of Mississippi. Among Vicksburg Warren students, the highest
levels of chronic absenteeism were observed for males and Black students.
Table 25. Chronic absenteeism by subgroup.23

School District

Chronic
absentee
rate

Female rate

Male rate

Black rate

White rate

Hispanic
rate

Vicksburg Warren

21.8%

20.9%

22.7%

23.0%

19.5%

19.5%

MS

13.1%

12.7%

13.4%

13.4%

13.1%

9.9%

Student Health
A key component of successful schooling relates to student health with respect to diet, obesity,
and exercise. Food access for families is a large concern in Delta counties, with 2018-19 data for
the Vicksburg Warren School District reporting that 99.9% of the students were eligible for free
or reduced priced lunch. Food shortages during the COVID-19 pandemic have escalated with loss
of wages and family income. However, the Vicksburg Warren School District (VWSD) delivered free
school meals to all children ages 18 and younger in from March 2020 until students returned to
school.
Despite concerns with food access, DHA administered School Climate Survey Data for Indianola
and Leland indicate that less than 40% of students report eating the government recommended five
serving of fruits and vegetables per day in 2018 through 2020. Similarly, records of MS students
participating in the government recommended 60 minutes of exercise five or more days a week is low
(YRBS 2019 norm for MS = 44%; School Climate survey 2019 Indianola = 39%; School Climate Survey
2019 Leland = 41%). Moreover, YRBS 2019 data for MS show that 59% of students do not take part in
one or more days of physical education during the average school week, and 77% do not take part in
physical education five days a week during an average school week. During the COVID-19 pandemic,
rates have exercise have likely declined due to remote schooling and social restriction limitations, as
well as cancellation of sporting activities. These trends are aggravated by the concentration of parks
in the Vicksburg area, which are located close to the schools but not necessarily where children live
as illustrated in Figure 22. The Civil War park makes up the majority of green space in the county, and
there is none outside the city limit, where many children live. Access to green space has increasingly
been recognized as an important factor in childhood outcomes, both mental and physical.24
Deficits in diet and exercise create heightened risk for obesity and related health concerns such
as diabetes which not only impact health and attendance during the school years but also lifelong
10/2021
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health needs and costs. The YRBS 2019 norms for MS indicate that 25% students were classified as
obese (in the <=95th percentile for body mass based on age and sex data from the 2000 CDC growth
chart) and 18% were overweight (in the <=85th percentile for body mass based on age and sex data
from the 2000 CDC growth chart).
Figure 22. Access to greenspace, as a function of child population.

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Mississippi schools closed on March 19, 2020, and spring
2020 assessments such as Pre-K and Kindergarten Readiness Assessment (post-test), MAAP
assessments were cancelled. Although home-based remote learning has been highly structured
since fall 2020, many exceptions have been made to diagnostic assessments requirements in the
2020-21 academic year. For example, Pre-K and Kindergarten Readiness tests are not required to be
administered as students work from home and third graders are not required to pass the Third Grade
Reading Assessment to move to fourth grade. Although test results, if collected, may be used to
guide learning, there is a large level of uncertainty regarding students’ actual attainment levels and
risk of falling behind academically.
Even though pre-pandemic data from 2019 showed that around two-thirds of Mississippi’s fiveyear-old children were not ready to enter Kindergarten, the current COVID climate threatens to
further increase gaps in kindergarten readiness.25 Closure of/reduced operations to public libraries,
community-based childcare, preschool and Head Start is likely to broaden deficits in academic
and skills needed to start school. DHA data for Neighborhood Surveys conducted in the Leland and
Hollandale school districts (summer 2020) and Sunflower County school district (November 2020)
show record low levels of center-based care and leaning since the onset of the pandemic. Limited
access to early child learning/care combined with the stresses families face with isolation, lack of
income and food insecurity place many young MS children at significant risk for future educational
success as well as physical and emotional wellbeing.
There is growing consensus that school closures in spring 2020 likely had negative effects on
student learning for a range of reasons, including less time spent learning, high attrition rates,
limitations in online learning resources, opportunities to learn with peers and personalized learning
support. Educators express grave concern regarding learning equity and broadening gaps already
observed among students in terms of economic disadvantage and race. The COVID-19 pandemic has
taken an especially heavy toll on Black, Hispanic, and indigenous communities. School shutdowns
could deny students to get the education they need to build a brighter future. Following the school
closures between March and May 2020, it has been estimated that students starting or returning to
school in fall 2020 were about three months behind historical averages in mathematics.26 Students of
color were about three to five months behind in learning whereas white students were about one to
three months behind. Reading outcomes were more positive, with students starting school about six
weeks behind historical averages.
10/2021
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Even though states and school districts have made significant efforts to close the digital divide and
improve remote learning, Black and Hispanic students continue to be more likely to remain remote
and are less likely to have access to the learning devices, Internet access, and live contact with
teachers. If not addressed, the opportunity gaps will result in wider achievement gaps. Concerns are
especially prevalent in math where researchers predict that the average student may lose five to nine
months of learning by the end of this school year with students of color losing six to twelve months
of learning. Corroborating this view, data collected by Harvard University in 2020 suggest negative
changes in Math performance for students attending Mississippi schools, which are exacerbated
among schools in low-income areas.27 The overall achievement changes in MS Math programs
between fall 2020 and spring 2021 is expected to be 55% and 76% lower, respectively, for schools
with low-income zip codes, leaving a large achievement gap.
In addition to academic impact, research indicates that the COVID lockdown and social distancing
may have a negative impact on the social and emotional development of children.28 Symptoms of
distress are broad ranging, include disturbed sleep, changes to eating habits, inattention, agitation,
and separation anxiety. Research has shown the pandemic has led to limitations in time spent outside
for children, leading to less physical activity and more sedentary behavior.29 As with the academic
gaps, scholars argue that the pandemic highlights inequalities in systems of care regarding children’s
social and emotional health, especially among students from low-income or underprivileged
backgrounds.30

Parental Engagement
The Vicksburg Warren District has developed a policy to engage parents in school leadership
(decision making), committees, parent events, teacher conferences, testing procedures and
curriculum training. However, while parents play an important role in schooling and bridging
educational gaps, there are often barriers to parental involvement, such as perceived level of
education, work commitments, and transportation.31
Nevertheless, the COVID-19 pandemic and home-based schooling has placed parents at the forefront
of their child’s education as evidenced by findings from a parent focus group conducted by DHA
in fall 2020. Parents of elementary, middle, and high school students attending schools in the
Mississippi Delta described their role as home educators who are trying to help their children learn
at home. It is clear that the parents interviewed were highly committed to their child’s education and
had become engaged in their child’s learning and collaborations with school and teachers. Delta
Health Alliance data for Neighborhood Surveys conducted in the Leland and Hollandale, MS School
Districts (summer 2020) and Indianola, MS School District (November 2020) concur with parental
views of increased learning support at home. Both Neighborhood Survey assessments showed record
high levels of reading with and to kindergarten through 8th grade students in 2020 over previous
program years.
However, the focus group revealed parents’ concerns regarding children falling behind academically,
socially, and emotionally as well as their uncertainty as to how to support their child as they learn
remotely. Even though students in some districts surveyed were provided Chromebooks and hotspots
for Internet access for the fall 2020 semester and were expected to log in each day to learn with
the teacher, parents commented that children often required supervision to ensure they engaged
in schoolwork and followed instructions. Parents also reported being overwhelmed about spending
several hours a day or evening going over schoolwork with their child, following up with classroom
teachers and being unsure about the effectiveness of the help they provided.

School Facilities
It is common for Mississippi schools, especially Delta schools, to experience problems with the
adequacy of school buildings. In many cases, MS Delta public schools experience “crumbling”
building infrastructure and malfunctioning facilities linked to decades of underfunding and neglect.32
In addition to problems with buildings, such as leaking roofs and structural cracks in exterior walls,
there are wide reports of broken equipment, such as heating and cooling systems, restrooms, and
ventilation. The recent Vicksburg Warren School District capital improvement project outlined
widespread need to improve the adequacy of school facilities across all schools in the district.33
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The district’s $131.5 million facilities plan covered a range of repairs, renovations, and expansions to
school buildings. The district aims to improve windows, exterior walls, floors, and ceilings as well as
remove asbestos tiling, build sidewalks and build permanent classrooms. These improvements would
affect pre-K programs and head starts at school sites.
Funding for large scale improvements spanning multiple elementary middle and high schools is
often unavailable and, in many cases is raised from local sources. This results in equity gaps with
schools serving disadvantaged students getting less funding to make improvements.34 Furthermore,
schools serving Black and Latino students from low-income families in areas like the Mississippi
Delta are much more likely to remain closed during the COVID-19 pandemic, in part because old
buildings are deemed unsafe for both children and teachers (e.g., poor ventilation). While teachers
create makeshift solutions to better accommodate students, such as purchasing space heaters
for classrooms, problems with school buildings are linked to poor student attendance and lowered
enrollment rates, which negatively impact schools’ prospects for attaining future funding.

Post-Secondary Education
Increasing postsecondary educational attainment in Mississippi is key to improving the state’s
workforce and increasing economic development. As such, Mississippi school districts are prioritizing
college readiness and entry among its middle and high school students. The Vicksburg Warren
School District partners with Hinds Community College to offer career and technical education to
high school students. High school students may participate in two-year career technical programs
and have the opportunity to earn dual credit and industry certifications.
Beyond Hinds Community College, college popular choices for postsecondary education among
Vicksburg Warren students and young parents include Alcorn State University (44 miles from
Vicksburg), Jackson State University (41 miles from Vicksburg), Mississippi College (39 minutes from
Vicksburg), Delta State University (108 miles from Vicksburg), Mississippi State University (251 miles
from Vicksburg), University of Southern Mississippi (129 miles from Vicksburg) and The University of
Mississippi (203 miles from Vicksburg).35 Overall, there are strong opportunities for college access
among the target population and colleges such as Hinds Community College have an open admission
policy, affordable tuition rates ($3,130 for yearly, full-time enrollment in 2018-19) and flexible options
to transfer to other colleges.
Table 26 below includes college enrollment percentages for the 2018-19 academic year for local
high school graduates. College enrollment for Vicksburg Warren students was higher than the
state average and a greater proportion of Vicksburg Warren students were enrolled in four-year
institutions. Seventeen percent of Vicksburg Warren students earned a degree or certificate in 201819 (not shown).
Table 26. Postsecondary enrollment. 36

School District

Postsecondary
enrollment rate

Public college
enrollment rate

4-year college
enrollment rate

2-year college
enrollment rate

Vicksburg Warren

67.4%

64.3%

20.1%

43.7%

MS

64.9%

60.6%

14.1%

48.8%
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Healthcare & Health Outcomes
A thriving community must as a prerequisite be a healthy community. There are a few
strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities when it comes to the underlying health and
health infrastructure of Warren County.

Strengths
• Infant mortality and teen
pregnancy are both on a
downward trajectory in the
region.
• Delta Health Alliance uses a
Mobile Medical Clinic, a full
service, mobile health facility
that provides convenient
and quality health services
from virtually any location.
The converted van has two
exam rooms, reception
desk, and internet hotspot.
This was in response to
transportation being a huge
barrier to consistent care
for individuals in the area1.
Identifying opportunities for
using the van in areas where
participants are clustered (for
example, where they work
or live) could increase the
impact of the mobile clinic.
Weaknesses
• In comparison to nationwide
rates, there is a large lack of
physical and mental health
providers in the county.
• Racial inequality on many
different levels including teen
pregnancy, low birth weight,
premature birth, and infant
death exist in Warren County.
• Warren County lags
significantly behind the rest of
the country on health metrics
including diabetes rate, heart
disease, stroke, cancer, and
respiratory disease.
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Opportunities
• In addition to the mobile clinic, fostering partnerships that support
telehealth will increase access to high quality specialized care for
Warren County residents. This should be considered for Diabetes
as well as other chronic illnesses. There are some specific issues
that telehealth can run into that should be addressed. This includes
investing in maintenance of equipment and providing accessible ways
to troubleshoot technical issues for both the patient and provider.
• One challenge for the prenatal programs has been identifying women
for participation early in their pregnancy. There are several studies
that show fewer prenatal visits are associated with low birthweight,
preterm birth, and infant mortality. Community-based programs with
a home visiting component work to decrease low birth weight births
and other negative pregnancy outcomes2. This is particularly true when
care is initiated early in the pregnancy3. Since initiation of care early in
pregnancy is important, fostering partnerships with different services
that women encounter early in their pregnancy could promote early
participation in existing programs.4
• Community outreach agencies could effectively address food and
health inequities through:
– Increasing the availability of healthy food through expanding school/
community gardens and farmer’s markets.
– Mobile health services that increase opportunities for home visiting, health
screenings and interventions targeted at youth.
– Development of “pop up” shaded outdoor spaces to help children remain
active during the summer months.

Threats
• The lack of political will to expand Medicaid in the state preserves
gaps in healthcare access, presumably affecting the access of many in
the service area.
• The COVID-19 pandemic has likely exacerbated health issues and
created new problems for many in the county.
• The closure of local WIC offices will most likely remove one vital
source for care coordination and referrals. Aspects of the physical
environment (e.g., extreme heat, threats of tornados/flash floods and
poor air quality in certain areas of the county) perpetuate concerns
related to resident health and possible damage to infrastructure.
– Facilities must take the heat index, sun exposure, and air quality into
account for children’s safety and health.
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Access to Healthcare
Local staff and leadership were enthusiastic about the ability of parents to access healthcare in the
county, but not about the quality of the care. Parents on Medicaid have places to take their children
for care, but not if they need much beyond basic primary care or emergency care. Head start staff
said that they have always been able to get speech therapists to come and assess children, but that
obtaining proper referrals can vary from person to person. One observation that was unexpected, but
had overwhelming agreement from the staff present, was that people in Warren County do not seek
medical or other personal care to avoid being mocked or gossiped about in the community.
The rate of insurance for young children is very high, even relative to the country, at 95.3% (Table
27). The rate of insurance overall is much lower, at 88.1%, about 3 percentage points lower than the
national rate of 91.2%. The largest point of departure in coverage is for the unemployed. In Warren
County, only 59.2% of the unemployed are covered, versus 72.4% in the U.S.5 These differences in
coverage are due to differences in Medicaid eligibility.6 Mississippi is one of twelve states to oppose
Medicaid expansion, and one of seven to request a work requirement provision.7
Table 27. Healthcare access in national context.8

% Insured

% Insured, Age
<6

% Insured,
Unemployed

Primary Care
Providers (per
100,000)

Mental Health
Providers (per
100,000)

Warren Co.

88.1%

93.7%

59.2%

63.9

6.6

Mississippi

87.7%

96.1%

49.5%

59.8

5.6

Census South

88%

94.8%

61%

----

---

United States

91.2%

95.3%

72.4%

86.2

12.4

Area

Warren County is a designated Health Professional Shortage Area for mental health providers.9
There are almost double the amount of mental health providers in the rest of the country compared
to Warren County and Mississippi. Disability and mental health services were called “terrible” by one
staff member.
Health Infrastructure
Access and availability to health care is severely limited in Warren County. According to 2019-20
HRSA data, Warren County has 67 active MDs serving a population of 45,381 residents, a rate of
roughly 677 people per provider. The state of Mississippi has a slightly lower population to provider
ratio, at 514:1. Nationally, the number is much lower; 346 people per active MD. For pediatricians,
the U.S. ratio is 1,209 persons under age 18 per pediatrician. In Mississippi, the ratio is 2,024:1, and
in Warren County there are 6 pediatricians for a population of 11,751 residents under the age of 18,
a ratio of 1,959:1. This is indicative of a greater problem in Warren County with children potentially
having a comparatively low likelihood of having a medical home. In the group interview, staff said
many children do not have any vaccinations until parents are forced to have their records to enroll
them in head start, and then they receive them all at once. Staff did say that there was a pediatric
dentist in the county, but that many parents do not take their children to receive potentially free
services because they think it is unnecessary to take children to the dentist when they will lose their
primary teeth anyway.
Table 28. Healthcare provider ratios in national context.10,11

Number of active
MDs

Persons per MD

Number of
pediatric
providers

Children per
pediatric provider

Warren Co.

67

677:1

6

1,959:1

Mississippi

5,791

514:1

347

2,024:1

957,612

346:1

60,033

1,209:1

Area

U.S.
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Another key determinant of place-based health outcomes is local health infrastructure, measured
as hospital beds, rural health clinics, Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC), and community
health centers. Table 29 shows the ratio of population to hospital beds and the ratio of population to
clinics in Warren County, the state of Mississippi, and the United States. The three types of clinics are
combined into one general “clinic” indicator. To maximize the comparability of ratios, rural population
is used in the calculation. Results suggest that Warren County has substantially higher ratios of
population per hospital bed and clinic than the state and the nation, indicating reduced access to
care and a potentially strained local health care system.
Table 29. Clinic and hospital bed ratios in national context.12

Non-metro
population

Non-metro persons
per hospital bed

Non-metro persons
per clinic

Warren Co.

47,485

143.9

7,914.2

Mississippi

1,582,360

102.7

2,646.1

United States

46,063,061

48.5

2,234.8

Area

Chronic Disease and Life Expectancy
Chronic diseases have long been the leading causes of death in the United States, particularly heart
disease, cancer, diabetes, and diseases of the respiratory system. Mississippi, and Warren County in
particular, experience a disproportionate burden of these diseases, as evidenced in Table 30 below.
The rate of diabetes deaths per 100,000 in Warren County is almost three times the national rate.
Table 30. Mortality rates per 100,000 in national context.13

Heart and
Circulatory
Diseases

Cancer

Diabetes

Respiratory
Diseases

Warren County

295.3

204.9

74.9

114.6

Mississippi

355.6

221.3

38.9

121.2

United States

266.5

182.7

26.7

82.6

Area

Mississippi often ranks at the bottom of health and quality of life metrics nationwide. Table 31 shows
life expectancy and obesity and diabetes rates for Warren County, Mississippi, and the U.S. Warren
County’s life expectancy lags 4 years behind the rest of the country. 18% of the adults in County are
estimated to be diabetic by the CDC, 1.98 times the U.S. rate.
Table 31. Health indicators in national context. 14

Area

Life Expectancy

Adult Obesity Rate

Adult Diabetes Rate

Warren Co.

74.4

38%

18%

Mississippi

74.9

40.8%

12.4%

United States

78.5

42.4%

9.1%
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Figure 23 shows life expectancy across the country by Census tract, in quintiles. Tracts in the bottom
quintile are shaded red, and two regions stand out for a concentration of red tracts: Eastern Kentucky
and West Virginia, and the alluvial plains around the Mississippi River.
Figure 24 offers a better view of Mississippi. Mississippi is the only state in which the overall life
expectancy for tracts in the state puts the whole state in the bottom quintile, and every tract in
Warren County falls within the 4th and 5th quintiles, 77.5 years or lower.
Figure 23. U.S. life expectancy by census tract, 2010-15.15

Figure 24. Mississippi life expectancy at birth by county, 2010-15.16

Geographic areas with no data available are filled in gray.
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Birth Outcomes
Mississippi also routinely ranks at the bottom of all states for birth outcomes, and Warren County’s
rates are worse than the state’s (Table 32). The infant mortality rate is almost double the rate in
the country. If Warren County were a country, its infant mortality rate of 10 per 1,000 would give it
the same rate as Libya, Peru, and Oman.17 Rates of negative outcomes like low-birth-weight births,
premature births, and infant death are all elevated among black women compared to white women
across the United States as well as in Warren County.18 Drivers of this disparity exist on three
different levels including the patient, provider, and system.19 A patient’s perception of the quality of
care they are receiving, the quality of the relationship they have with their provider, and perceptions
of health and illness they have from their sociocultural context all contribute to disparities.
Additionally, the way a patient interprets illness and their sense of control over treatment can all
represent barriers to quality healthcare. Unconscious (implicit) and conscious (explicit) provider
biases exist and contribute to the stark differences in outcomes. Finally, on a structural level, lack of
transportation, lack of or inadequate health insurance, scarcity of providers, and inconvenient health
services locations all lead to the stark contrasts seen in Warren County.
Table 32. Birth outcomes in national context.20

Infant Mortality
Rate

Preterm Birth
Rate

Low Birthweight
Rate

Warren County

10.0

15.0%

13.0%

Mississippi

9.1

14.6%

12.3%

United States

6.0

10.2%

8.3%

Area

The trend of the infant mortality rate for babies born to white mothers in the state is mostly flat, but
the rate for babies born to Black mothers has been falling, slowly. In the county’s public health region,
the trends are fairly flat but in 2016 the white and Black rates almost intersected.
Figure 25: Infant Death Rates (per 1,000 live births) by Race and Region.21
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Premature births (babies born before the 37th week of pregnancy) increased slightly for babies born
to white and Black mothers in the state from 2016 to 2019. The racial gap stayed the same in the
state. In the county, a very large gap in 2016 disappeared almost completely in 2017, with the Black
rate decreasing and the white rate increasing.
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Figure 26. Premature Birth Percentages by Region and Race22
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Low birth weight rates in the state increased slightly in the period for both racial groups. In the
county, the rate for babies born to Black mothers mostly tracked along with the state rate, but the
rate for babies born to white mothers was slightly higher than the state after 2015.
Figure 27. Low Birth Weight Percentage by Region and Race23
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Teenage Pregnancy
Children of teen mothers are more likely to have chronic medical conditions compared to children
born to adults. Additionally, children of teen moms have other struggles like poor school performance
and a higher chance of juvenile detention or jail time. Despite a drop in teen pregnancy in the U.S. in
recent years, the rate is still much higher compared to other industrialized countries. In 2018 the rate
of births for women aged 15-19 in the US was 17.4 compared to 11.8 for women in the UK of the same
age range.
The teen pregnancy rate for Warren County is more than double the rate of the United States (Figure
28). From 2011 to 2015, 68.6% of women in urban areas had their first sexual intercourse before the
age of 18, compared to 79.6% of rural women.24 A large percentage of the decline in teen pregnancy
and births has been a result of increased contraception use among teens.25 An important thing to
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consider are the differences in typical-use failure rate vs perfect-use failure rate. Teens are not likely
to be perfect users of birth control. LARC or long-acting reversible contraceptives (for example,
Intrauterine Devices) have perfect-use failure and a typical-use failure rates of less than 1%. In
contrast, birth control pills have a typical-use failure rate of 9% and condoms have a typical–use
failure rate of 18%. Rural teens may be more effective at using contraception than urban teens, when
they use it, but those who don’t become pregnant more frequently.26 One study found that from 2002
to 2010, about 58% of the decrease in teen pregnancy was driven by condom use and the rest was
driven equally by LARC, PPR, and injectables,27 forms of birth control that avoid added risk from
imperfect use. Given this information, targeting and increasing effective contraception use among
sexually active youth who do not use contraceptives is important to continue lowering the teen
pregnancy rate.
Figure 28. Teen Pregnancy Rates (per 1,000 women)28

70%

60%

60%
50%
40%

36%

39%

34%

30%

22%

20%

17%

10%
0%

2015

2016

Warren

2017

2018

Mississippi

2019

USA

Disparities by race can be seen in the teen pregnancy rate, both in Warren County and in Mississippi.
Many different explanations have been offered for these differences, among them a negative
perception of oral contraception among Black women,29,30 less knowledge about contraception
among Black and Hispanic men,31 and a lowered incentive to delay pregnancy among those with
fewer perceived opportunities for later in life.32 These factors, combined with heterosexual dating
“markets” that are skewed by mass incarceration and early deaths of Black men,33 all create
conditions where Black women have higher rates of early pregnancies and also higher risks of STIs.34
Figure 29. Teen Pregnancy Rates (per 1,000 women) by Race and Region35
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Physical Environment
Like the rest of the state, Warren County has a humid subtropical climate, with hot, humid summers
with high temperatures above 90 degrees Fahrenheit almost every day and occasionally above 100
degrees. Summer lasts from the end of May until the end of September. Mild, relatively short winters
have daily high temperatures that average in the 50s Fahrenheit and rarely dip below freezing. The
county averages 57 inches of rainfall each year, with June to September being slightly dryer than
the rest of the year.36 Severe thunderstorms and flash floods are common during spring and early
summer, as are tornadoes. The largest natural disaster in the county’s history was a tornado in 1953
that killed 38 and injured 270, destroying much of the downtown core.37
Geologically, while the Delta region consists almost entirely of alluvial floodplain, Warren County
is characterized by valleys of floodplain in between high loess ridges. The flora originally included
mixed deciduous forest and cypress swampland, most of which has been cleared and drained for
farming in the rest of the Delta but in Warren County some forests and swamps remain. Historically,
the Mississippi River flowed past the loess bluffs currently within the boundaries of Vicksburg
National Military Park, making an almost 180-degree bend at Fort Hill in the northern section of the
park. The river has long since changed its course after the river eroded and cut through the DeSoto
Peninsula approximately three miles south of Fort Hill, which caused Vicksburg to lose its shipping
port temporarily in 1876.38 Currently, the major water course flowing near the park’s northern
reaches is the Yazoo Diversion Canal, which was created in the early 1900s by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers to provide access to Vicksburg’s industrial harbor and boost the city’s economy by
providing a port for river traffic.
There are several natural risks in Vicksburg and Warren County. The primary risk to property is
probably flooding due to the county’s proximity to the Mississippi and Yazoo rivers. The largest
flood events near Vicksburg have been the “great floods” of 1927 and 2011. In the 1927 flood, the
Mississippi River was nearly 80 miles wide at Vicksburg.39 The Great Flood of 2011 was the most
recent extreme flooding event, with the river reaching its highest level ever recorded at Vicksburg,
57.1 feet.40 Yet another flood in 2018 came within two feet of this mark.
The weather and topography of the region mean that floods also happen as the result of localized
rainfall. In January 2020 the county eclipsed three inches of rain in a day twice in the span of two
weeks.41 Flash floods can cause property damage and injuries from water, but also create risk for
landslides and increase the risk of insect-borne diseases. Another major risk is tornado damage,
which is higher in Warren County and Vicksburg than in Mississippi in general and the U.S. as a
whole.42 There was a major tornado in Vicksburg in December 1952 that killed 38 people, injured
270 and caused $25 million dollars of damage (with inflation the damage was estimated to cost
over $200 million in 2013).43 Tornados culminating in property and utility damage continue to be a
seasonal threat to Vicksburg and Warren County.44
Other natural hazards in the county include often extreme heat indices due to high heat and humidity
in the summer, high UV indices in the summer, and periodically high dust, dander, and pollen
exposures. Figure 30 shows heat indices in the Delta in a subnational context. The northwestern
corner of Mississippi has as many days (14-28) with a heat index of 105 degrees Fahrenheit or higher
as anywhere else in the eastern half of the country except southern Texas. The hot days in summer
place everyone at higher risk of heat exhaustion, limit the time children can spend outdoors, and
make air conditioning a necessity. The average UV index in the county is moderate or higher (3+)
in every month except November, December, and January, and very high (8) from late May to midAugust.45 High UV exposure can cause skin cancers, cataracts and immune system damage,46, and
the EPA recommends protection for exposure at level 3 or higher.47 Finally, in their annual report
of “asthma capitals” (the most challenging places to live with asthma), the Asthma and Allergies
Foundation of America ranked Jackson, MS 15th and Memphis, TN 29th worst on a list of 100
metropolitan areas.48 Both Jackson and Memphis ranked in the top 10 for asthma-related deaths, with
Jackson having the worst death rate in the country. Further, Memphis ranked 10th highest for people
affected by pollen, and Jackson had the highest rate of long-term asthma controller medication use
nationwide. It seems most of the asthma problems in the region are due to human causes, as Jackson
and Memphis rank about average for seasonal allergy exposure.49
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Figure 30. Heat index map, eastern United States.50

Warren County has decent air quality readings from the EPA, in a national context (Figure 31; Figure
32).51 Nationally, every section of Warren County ranks between the 54th and 45th percentiles
for air particulate levels (PM25). It ranks between the 9th and 67th national percentiles for levels
of airborne diesel particulate matter, with the highest levels concentrated in eastern Vicksburg,
extending along the I-20 corridor where a large volume of trucks pass through. The outlying northern
and southern tracts see significantly lower levels of diesel particulates compared to this corridor.
Compared to the rest of Mississippi, Warren County compares very favorably for air particulate levels
but the diesel pollution around I-20 places that census block group at the 94th percentile statewide.
Figure 31. Air particulate matter by census block group, in national percentiles.
Figure 32. Diesel pollution by census block group, in national percentiles.
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The percentage of homes built before 1960 is a proxy for the risk of lead paint exposure. As shown in
Figure 33, a much greater proportion (up to 75%) of homes were built before 1960 in the Vicksburg
area. Another measure of risk is the proximity to sites with an EPA-mandated risk management plan
for hazardous materials, or “RMP sites.” As shown in Figure 34, residents in the Vicksburg area as
well as the I-20 corridor and a large strip in the southwest of the county have the highest RMP site
proximities. These areas are in the 50th to 75th percentile for proximity to RMP sites that are likely
linked to interstate travel as well as industrial sites, such as those around the Port of Vicksburg.
Figure 33. Percentage of housing built before 1960 by census block group, in national percentiles.
Figure 34. RMP site proximity by census block group, in national percentiles.

Food Availability and Security
Food access and affordability are huge factors in making healthy dietary choices for children. In
Warren County, there are more households receiving SNAP than the national average, indicating a
difficulty affording quality food. The overall rate and rate for working households are about the same
as the rates for the state. Similar to the rest of the country, a greater proportion of Black households
receive SNAP, with around one-quarter of Black households using SNAP to pay for groceries.
Curiously (given the overall rates and rates for other groups), the rate for Hispanic households in the
county is about half the rate in the U.S., and the rate for white households is slightly lower than the
U.S. rate, as well.
Table 33. SNAP enrollment by subgroup.52

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

United States

Working households receiving SNAP

15.7%

15.7%

11.8%

Households receiving SNAP

15.6%

16.5%

12.2%

% among white households

5.4%

8.9%

8.3%

% among Black households

26.7%

29.2%

26.1%

% among Hispanic households

9.6%

17.2%

20.7%

In poor, rural communities, difficulty affording food is often compounded by the difficulty to find
nutritious food to buy. As shown in Figure 35, the less populated northern locations of Warren County
and areas surrounding Vicksburg classify as “food deserts” according to the USDA. Food deserts are
defined as tracts in which residents are more than one mile from fresh food sources in dense tracts
(Vicksburg) and more than 10 miles in rural tracts.53
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Figure 35. Food deserts in Warren County.

Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic
As of June 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported that 21.8% of
COVID-19 cases in the United States were non-Hispanic Black and 33.8% were Hispanic, even though
these groups comprise only 13% and 18% of the US population, respectively54. This is likely explained
in part by the disproportionate burden of chronic illness among these minority groups. Preliminary
data show that diabetes mellitus, hypertension, renal disease, and obesity increase a patient’s risk for
severe COVID-19 disease and mortality. Black Americans have a disproportionately high prevalence
of such comorbidities, including diabetes, hypertension, obesity, and coronary artery disease.55 In
addition, minority groups comprise a disproportionate percentage of workers in essential industries
during the pandemic. Furthermore, only 20% of Black workers have the privilege of working from
home compared to 30% of whites. Black Americans disproportionately occupied the top nine
occupations that placed them at high risk for contracting COVID-19 and for potentially infecting their
households.56
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Community
Warren County experiences many of the challenges observed in the Delta, such as
problems with the housing cost and state of repair, crime, environmental risks to health
and limited access to food and transportation. The following SWOT analysis outlines key
community issues and opportunities to address the needs of Warren County residents.

Strengths
• There are encouraging levels
of broadband Internet access
across the county, especially
for families with children
under 18.
• Even though there are
limitations in access to public
transportation, proximity
to air, road, rail and water
transportation is encouraging
for bringing trade and
employment to Warren
County.
Weaknesses
• There are racial inequities in
most aspects of community
life, including home
ownership, Internet access
and crime.
• Large sections of Warren
County are underdeveloped
with many of the rural areas
having increased rates of
inadequate housing (e.g., no
heat), vacant homes, poorer
air quality and limitations
to food access and public
transportation.
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Opportunities
• Schools and childcare centers are well situated to assess behavioral
needs of children and youth as well as make referrals for early
intervention.
• Community and school partnerships with the police units may help
to build better relationships and trust between law enforcement and
Warren County residents.
• Widespread access to the Internet across the county presents a range
of opportunities for families to:
• Learn about and register for county opportunities and services.
• Participate in distance learning to earn certificates/degrees that
improve job prospects.
• Work remotely.
• Engage more effectively with children’s education and childcare
service providers.
• Participate in health and community programs such as telehealth
services.
Threats
• Heavy incarceration may serve to further inequalities and
marginalization among the county’s residents.
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Housing
Unlike other counties in the region, quality housing was not mentioned by staff as a specific need in
Warren County. As shown in Figure 36, virtually all residents in the Vicksburg area of Warren County
have gas and/or electric heating. However, the more sparsely populated, less well-developed areas
(e.g., the most northwestern section of the county) and a central eastern section (close to the I-20
corridor) have a greater proportion of households without gas and electric heating utilities. Residents
in these areas rely on bottled, tank, or liquified petroleum gas for heat. Inadequate home heating can
be a public health concern in its own right,1 but it also serves as an ad-hoc indicator of the quality and
modernity of infrastructure in the county.
Figure 36. Percentage of households without utility heating.2
Figure 37. Percentage of housing built after 2000.3

Figure 37 shows the percentage of housing structures built since 2000 by block group. The less
developed and populated areas outside Vicksburg highlighted above show the greatest level of
construction. It appears that increased construction is taking place in areas that are in most need of
development and modernization in terms of residences and building structures.
Homeownership gives residents more autonomy over the quality of their housing. Real estate is
also the most common form of generational wealth in America.4 Family homes, bought with loans
that are underwritten by financial institutions, can be passed down through generations. Such real
estate can defray some housing costs for inheritors or serve as collateral to secure other capital for
other investments. However, poor and minority communities have often been shunned by traditional
financial institutions, and independent institutions are becoming rare in rural areas. For example,
only one bank branch remains outside Vicksburg.5
Renting, on the other hand, does not provide such enduring financial gifts. The percent of renteroccupied housing units in Warren County is 33.9%, only 2% higher than the Mississippi state rate
(31.7%). Data from the Central Mississippi Planning and Development District6 indicates that of the
rented homes in Warren County, 35.8% are occupied by White householders and 60.8% by Black
householders.
It is widely accepted that “affordable housing” should consume at most 30% of household income.
This has been the statutory standard for rental programs since the 1981 update to the Housing and
Urban Development Act,7 Fifty-three percent of renter-occupied housing units in Warren County
spend more than 30% of household income on rent, which is higher than the state average of 49.2%.
Figure 38 shows the distribution of renter-occupied housing where the gross rent is 30% or more of
the household income. As well as a few small pockets of Vicksburg, more expensive renter occupied
homes are located in eastern and southeastern parts of the county where a considerable number of
families with children under 18 reside.
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HUD currently reports 522 units of low-income multifamily housing units for families in the county,
housing 370 children.8 The median income of these households is $6,162. There are another 783
children in housing being paid for with housing choice vouchers.
Figure 38. Distribution of high housing costs across Warren County.9
Figure 39. Housing vacancies by census block group.10

The high rates of renting in the county are combined with a modest proportion of vacant structures in
some places. Overall, 16% of housing units are vacant in the county, compared to 16% in the state and
12% nationally. Figure 39 shows the areas of the county with the highest concentrations of vacant
housing (30-40% vacant comes). They are situated in the less developed northwestern segment of
the county as well as areas in and around Vicksburg.

Internet Access
There is increasing evidence to suggest that Internet-based platforms play an important role in
students’ learning, even though traditionally, they were thought to distract children and be limited in
access to students from low-income households11 and non-metropolitan areas in the South.12 Schoolprovided technology is becoming widely available in contemporary approaches to learning, especially
in the COVID-19 era in which students were mandated to learn from home and provided technology
to learn via the Internet. Also, research points to positive learning outcomes for Internet-related
schoolwork involving African American children from low-income households.13 This research also
showed that Internet use at home was associated with higher scores on standardized reading tests
and grade point averages.
As shown in Table 34, close to three-quarters of residents in Warren County have broadband Internet
access, although the rate increases to 83.3% for families with children under 18 years of age. The overall
Warren County rates of broadband access are comparable to the national averages and higher than the
Mississippi state average. However, Black residents in Warren County have lower levels of broadband
Internet at home than White of Hispanic residents, which mirrors national and regional trends.
Table 34. Percentage of households with wired Internet access by subgroup.14

Group

Warren County

Mississippi

U.S.

Overall

71.6%

68.0%

80.4%

Families with children under 18

83.6%

77.1%

87.1%

White, non-Hispanic

84.9%

78.5%

86.6%

Black, non-Hispanic

70.1%

63.4%

75.4%

Hispanic

83.2%

71.6%

79.5%

10/2021

www.DeltaHealthAlliance.org

50

Figure 40 shows the percentage of residents without broadband Internet access in Warren County by
census block group. There are pockets in the Vicksburg area in which high proportions of families do
not have Internet access, as are some of the outlying, less populated areas.
Figure 40. Percentage of households without broadband Internet access.15

Crime, Substance Abuse, and Incarceration
The available data suggests that Warren County is faced with higher crime and rates of violence than
Mississippi as a whole (Table 35). Death by homicide or legal intervention is slightly above the state
rate overall, with the rate for Black residents about 4 times higher than the rate for white residents.
Following national and regional trends, men were much more likely than women to die from homicide.
Differentiating by age group, homicide death was much more likely for the 15-34 age group, with this
trend being more pronounced in the county than in the state as a whole.
Table 35. Deaths due to homicide or legal intervention, crude rate per 100,000, 2015-19.16

Group

Warren
County

Mississippi

Warren
County

Mississippi

Warren
County

Mississippi

Overall

14.6

12.6

23.6

24.5

6.2

5.4

Male

24.4

21.0

41.8

44.0

9.0

7.8

5.7

4.7

8.1

7.2

3.5

3.1

Age 15-24

30.6

20.4

54.1

41.0

*

4.7

Age 25-34

34.7

28.2

45.5

55.8

23.3

9.0

Age 35-44

24.5

20.7

39.4

36.6

7.8

10.8

Age 45-54

10.3

11.8

21.6

19.9

*

7.1

Female

* Rates are based on less than 20 events and are values are suppressed.

FBI crime data, while difficult to analyze as reporting practices varies across law enforcement
agencies, is a useful gauge of community violence trends. Data for violent and property crimes
documented by the Warren County Sheriff’s Office and Vicksburg Police Department are reported in
Table 36. Data from Vicksburg shows violent and property crime rates that exceeded the state and
national averages. The Sheriff’s Office, which focuses more on the rural areas of the county, reported
notably lower rates of violent and property crimes than Vicksburg. The Vicksburg Police Department
has a comparable clearance rate to the national rate for violent crimes and higher than national
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average clearance rate for property crimes. The sheriff’s office showed the reverse trend - all violent
crimes were cleared but less than 10% of property crimes were cleared – although the number of
recorded incidents for violent crimes was very low (n=7).
Table 36. Violent and property crime rates for law enforcement agencies in service area.17

Warren County
Sheriff’s Office

Vicksburg
Police
Department

Mississippi

United States

Rate, violent crimes

29.5*
(2019)
(Only 7 cases)

679.4*
(2019)

277.9
(2019)

379.4
(2019)

% violent crimes cleared

100%
(2019)
(Only 7 cases)

42.9%
(2019)

N/A

45.5%
(2018)

Rate, property crimes

682.9*
(2019)

5,006.5*
(2019)

2,375.8
(2019)

2,109.9
(2019)

% property crimes cleared

9.2%
(2019)

37.1%
(2019)

N/A

17.6%
(2018)

Group

* Rate based on per 100,000 population.

Juvenile court referrals are also elevated in Warren County relative to state averages, with 2.8 per 100
juvenile court referrals reported in 2019 in the service area. As shown in Table 37, Warren County had
higher juvenile court referrals for all race and gender subgroups in 2019, with the rate being almost
double the state average for each. The rate of referrals under age 15 was slightly higher in Warren
County than the state as a whole.
Table 37. Juvenile court referrals data for 2019.18

Subgroup/Item

Warren County

Mississippi

2.8

1.2

White, non-Hispanic

1.3

0.7

Black, non-Hispanic

3.9

1.8

Male

3.7

1.5

Female

1.8

0.8

Domestic violence / simple assault

617

494

Disorderly conduct / malicious mischief

948

483

Drug offenses

205

128

Weapons offenses

196

67

Burglary / petit larceny

250

315

Contempt of court

321

111

35.5%

33.9%

Rate of juvenile court referrals per 100 population,
aged 0-17

Rate of juvenile court referrals per 100,000
population, aged 0-17, offense-level

Percentage of referrals before age 15

Among the 314 juvenile court referrals that occurred in Warren County in 2019, the most frequent
cause of a juvenile referral was disorderly conduct with 97 referrals. There were 37 incidence of
domestic violence, 36 cases of contempt of court, 32 simple assaults, 23 drug offences, 22 weapons
offences and 21 burglaries. When compared to statewide rates, all categories of violence but one
(burglary/petit larceny) were above statewide rates.
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Closely related to crime and community cohesion is the issue of substance abuse, of which the
nation’s opioid epidemic is front and center. While opioid prescribing patterns have declined
considerably across the country, Warren County reports higher opioid prescriptions than national
or state averages, according to CDC data (Table 38). Interestingly, however, Warren County reports
better-than-state outcomes with respect to overdose deaths, drug-related arrests, and naloxone
administrations. However, in the context of the high prescription rates, this inconsistency could indicate
a lack of local infrastructure to adequately monitor trends relating to opioid use disorder and substance
abuse rather than better outcomes. For example, there is no reporting requirement in Mississippi for
non-fatal overdoses, so there is not a place to track it unless police draw fluids for lab tests.
Table 38. Opioid use statistics for 2019.19

Item

Warren County

Mississippi

U.S.

0

6.6

N/A

Drug-related arrests (rate per 100,000)

319.5

580.5

N/A

EMS naloxone administrations (rate per 100,000)

37.4

44.8

N/A

Opioid prescriptions

76.8

67.0

46.7

Suspected overdose deaths (rate per 100,000)

The patterns of crime in the service area are part of a regional trend, leading to a cycle of
incarceration that reflects and furthers community dysfunction. Mississippians are incarcerated
at the 3rd highest rate of any state, at 1,039 prisoners per 100,000 residents, 49% higher than the
national rate (698 per 100,000). 20 Correctional facilities in the state hold a total of 32,305 prisoners,
and the rate of citizens in state prisons is also the 3rd highest in the country at 626 per 100,000.21
Another 37,000 are on probation or parole. The Black imprisonment rate for state prisons is 1,052 per
100,000, three times higher than the white imprisonment rate of 346 per 100,000. Nationally, Black
men are six times more likely to be incarcerated than white men, and about 1 in 12 Black men in their
30s is in prison or jail on any given day.22
Figure 41 shows the Mississippi state prison population over time, alongside the number of deaths
due to homicides as a rough proxy for violent crime. The number of people in state prisons almost
quadrupled from 1980 to 2000, peaking at 21,698 in 2008. At the same time, deaths due to homicide
in the state basically stayed flat, hitting an all-time high of 491 in 1993 but dropping to 252 in 2005
and then rising again in recent years. The lines do not appear to be correlated because, as of 2019,
38% of the prison population was incarcerated for non-violent or drug offenses, and these offenses
represented 73% of new admissions in the 2018-19 fiscal year.23
Figure 41. MS State Prison Pop. & Homicide Deaths, 1980-2019
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Nationally, the lifetime likelihood of being imprisoned for Black men is one in three. The rate of
felony disenfranchisement in the state reflects this. Fully, 16% of the Black adults in the state were
disenfranchised in 2020. If we assume that the disenfranchised are made up of the same proportion
of men to women as the incarcerated population in the state (93% men), that would mean 29.8% of
the Black male population is disenfranchised. This may be inflated slightly, but even 25% would mean
that one in four Black men in the state cannot vote, cannot own firearms, and are forced to report
felonies when seeking employment. This also does not include those affected by incarceration, fines
and other fees, or flagging due to background checks of lesser offenses, which would most likely
include vastly more of the population and disproportionately include Black men. As noted above, 73%
of new admissions to Mississippi prisons in the 2018-19 fiscal year were for non-violent offenses, and
that only includes the prison population, not local jails. As of 2021, failing to pay or appear in court for
minor traffic citations can result in bench warrants in Mississippi, which are then misdemeanors that
can result in arrests, incarceration, and even felony charges.24 Advocates against mass incarceration
call these laws a criminalization of poverty.25
These interactions with the criminal justice system often create a cycle of dysfunction and disruption
that make gainful employment and normal family life practically impossible.26 Where incarceration
happens, such interactions harm the entire Black community through increased mental and physical
health risks to Black men, their families, and others with whom they interact, especially when the
rates of incarceration are as high as one in four.27 Mass incarceration also contributes greatly to
social instability even for those who are not directly or even secondarily affected by it. Where mating
markets are segmented by race, age, and location, as they are almost everywhere in the United
States, every departure from “equilibrium” in heterosexual markets (one male for one female) affects
the likelihood of relationships being established, with whom they will be established, and even the
stability of relationships and quality of interactions once they are established. Charles & Luoh (2010)28
demonstrated the quantitative effects of Black male incarceration, specifically that rising rates of
incarceration accounted for between 18% and 27% of the drop in overall marriage rates for Black
women from 1980 to 2000, but also that these effects were concentrated in communities affected
more by incarceration spatially and by age. They also argue (and demonstrate quantitatively) that
incarceration increased the “bargaining power” of the Black males who had not been incarcerated,
thus forcing women to improve their “marketability” in competition with one another, driving up college
participation and employment for Black women. Dauria et al. (2015)29 observed these processes on the
ground, including pressure on Black women to engage in more frequent and sometimes riskier sexual
activity to please men where they are scarce. Figure 42 shows births to unmarried Black mothers in the
state and Warren County alongside the prison population from 1980 to 2019.
Figure 42: MS State Prison Population & Births to Unmarried Mothers, 1980-2019
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Transportation
The county sits at a crossroads of highway, river, and rail traffic, but was bypassed as a rail and
air hub for Jackson in the 20th century. As shown in Figure 43, Warren County and Vicksburg are
served by Interstate 20 and U.S. Highway 61, as well as U.S. Route 80 (which now shares its route
through the county with I-20), Mississippi Highway 3 and Mississippi Highway 27. Vicksburg has its
own municipal airport for general aviation. The closest commercial airport to Vicksburg is JacksonEvers International Airport in Jackson, about 50 miles east on I-20, but the closest regional airport is
Vicksburg Tallulah Regional Airport that is located in Louisiana. Although there are active freight rail
lines that run through Vicksburg, there is not a passenger line in Vicksburg or other areas of Warren
County. The nearest passenger station is in Jackson, MS and it is on the New Orleans to Chicago
route.
As a rural area, almost all intracity and intracounty transit occurs via privately-owned automobiles.
Warren County has limited public transportation options. Vicksburg has a Greyhound Bus Station
that offers services to cities such as New Orleans, Dallas, and Nashville. In addition to school buses,
Vicksburg has an NRoute bus and trolly service that operates several routes throughout the city
on weekdays. However, Census data show that less than 1% of Warren County residents use public
transport as a means of transportation to work even though 7.7% of residents have no vehicle
available.30
Vicksburg is one of the port cities for boats and barges passing between New Orleans and Memphis/
St. Louis. In addition to freight, the Great American Steamboat Company of Memphis TN, uses the
Vicksburg port for tourism when carrying passengers by steamboat between the above-named cities.
Figure 43. Transportation map of Warren County.
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